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*     Module  4  -  Central  Planning  in  the  USSR:  Overview 

This  module  will  help  students  to  understand  how  a  centrally  planned  economy  affects  the  limits  of 
the  people  who  live  in  such  a  system.  The  Soviet  Union  is  used  as  a  model  centrally  planned 
economy. 


Evaluation 

The  evaluation  of  this  module  will  be  based  on  five  section  assignments  and  one  final  module 
assignment. 


Section  1  Assignment 

20% 

Section  2  Assignment 

10% 

Section  3  Assignment 

20% 

Section  4  Assignment 

15% 

Section  5  Assignment 

15% 

Final  Module  Assignment 

20% 

TOTAL 

100% 
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Resources  and  Materials  Needed 

The  basic  resource  required  for  this  module  is  the  text.  The  Soviet  Union  by  Phyllis  Arnold.  Other 
books,  films,  videos,  and  computer  software  that  are  recommended  are  as  follows: 

Print  Resources 

•  Canada  and  the  World  -  An  Atlas  Resource  (Sections  2  and  3) 

•  National  Geographic,  February  1990  (Section  2,  Enrichment) 

•  Time  magazine,  June  25, 1990  (Section  5,  Enrichment) 

Electronic  Media  Resources 

•  Economics  -  What.  How  and  for  Whom  (Computer  program  -  Section  1 ,  Enrichment) 

•  Farming  -  Soviet  Style  (Section  2,  Enrichment) 

•  Soviet  Union  -  Changing  Times  (Section  5,  Enrichment) 

•  USSR  -  Change  of  the  Guard  (Section  5,  Enrichment) 

•  Working  -  Soviet  Style  (Section  4,  Enrichment) 
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Section  1:  Description  of  an  Economic  System 

Key  concepts: 

•  unlimited  wants 

•  factors  of  production 

•  market  economy 

•  centrally  planned  economy 

•  scarcity 

•  mixed  economy 

•  Gosplan 

This  section  will  help  students  identify  the  need  of  every  society  to  have  an  economic  system.  The 
activites  should  help  students  understand  the  characteristics  of  a  centrally  planned  economy. 


Teaching  Suggestions 

Section  1  contains  a  good  deal  of  review  of  material  from  earlier  modules.  Decide  how  much 
time  you  wish  to  devote  to  reviewing  material  according  to  your  class's  need  for  it.  The  latter 
few  activities  present  more  new  material  as  they  focus  in  on  a  centrally  planned  economy. 

The  idea  of  central  planning  and  public  ownership  may  be  difficult  for  students  to  grasp 
completely  -  and  they  may  have  strong  biases  against  it.  Try  to  present  the  material 
sympathetically. 

•  Be  sure  students  have  a  thorough  grasp    Gosplan  and  the  "Main  Elements  of  Soviet 
Economic  Planning"  chart  in  Activity  8. 

•  The  Enrichment  activity  refers  students  to  a  computer  program  called  Economics:  What, 
How  and  for  Whom?  This  can  be  of  great  help  if  you  can  acquire  it.  It  is  published  by 

.  Focus  Media,  and  distributed  by  MicroSmart 


Section  1 :  Activity  1 

1 .  List  four  topics  discussed  in  chapter  5 . 

Answers  will  vary,  but  should  include  four  topics  taken  from  this  list: 

•  scarcity  -  the  basic  problem  faced  by  all  societies 

•  means,  or  factors,  of  production 

•  basic  economic  questions  that  all  societies  must  consider 

•  economic  systems 

•  dijferent  values 

•  Karl  Marx  (will  not  be  covered  in  this  section  -  see  Module  3) 

•  socialism  (will  not  be  covered  in  this  section) 
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•  characteristics  of  a  centrally  planned  economy 

•  ownership  of  means  of  production 

•  central  planning  of  production 

•  Gosplan 

2.  For  each  of  the  topics  you  have  listed,  write  a  question  to  which  you  would  like  to  know  the 
answer. 

Answers  will  vary,  but  here  are  some  sample  questions  -  one  per  topic: 

•  What  is  scarcity? 

•  What  do  factors  of  production  have  to  do  with  economic  problems? 

•  What  are  these  basic  economic  questions? 

•  How  are  economic  systems  different? 

•  What  are  the  values  of  different  economic  systems? 

•  Who  is  Karl  Marx? 

•  What  is  socialism? 

•  What  are  the  characteristics  of  a  centrally  planned  economy? 

•  How  does  the  government  own  the  means  of  production? 

•  How  is  central  planning  of  production  done? 

•  What  is  Gosplan? 

3.  Review  your  answers  to  questions  1  and  2.  Write  a  one-sentence  summary  of  the  main  idea  of 
this  chapter. 

A  possible  summary  should  include  some  of  the  following  ideas: 

Since  all  societies  have  the  problem  of  scarcity,  the  Soviet  Union  has  determined  that  it 
could  best  answer  the  three  main  economic  questions  with  a  centrally  planned  economy 
controlling  the  factors  of  production. 

Section  1 :  Activity  2 

1.  Consider  for  a  moment  some  of  the  most  expensive  items  available  today.  In  the  space  that 
follows,  identify  several  goods,  services,  or  skills  that  are  very  expensive  to  buy. 

Answers  will  vary.  Here  are  a  few  possibilities: 

•  foreign  sports  car 

•  mansion 

•  athletic  skills  (athlete) 

•  medical  services  (doctor) 

•  expensive  art  or  jewellry 

2.  What  do  all  of  these  goods,  services,  and  skills  have  in  common  that  makes  them  expensive? 
They  are  in  limited  supply  and  high  demand. 
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3.  When  any  item  is  in  limited  supply,  it  is  likely  going  to  cost  more  to  purchase.  This  characteristic 
of  scarcity,  or  being  in  limited  supply,  is  not  confined  to  goods,  services,  and  skills.  The  problem 
of  scarcity  affects  all  aspects  of  a  society.  Consider  for  a  moment  what  would  happen  to  the  price 
of  lumber  if  all  the  trees  in  the  forests  suddenly  disappeared!  What  other  products'  costs  would 
also  skyrocket  if  there  were  no  more  trees? 

Answers  will  vary.  If  there  were  no  more  trees,  for  example,  items  like  lumber,  furniture,  paper, 
maple  syrup,  and  fruit  would  become  more  expensive. 

4.  Check  through  past  issues  of  newspapers  looking  for  examples  of  government  assistance  that  has 
been  given  to  particular  groups  or  individuals  in  the  past  year.  Identify  the  groups  and  the  type  of 
assistance  given.  One  such  case  has  been  provided  to  get  you  started. 

a.   Ranchers  in  southern  Alberta  were  given  assistance  when  drought  caused  a  shortage  of  feed 
crops  for  their  cattle. 

Answers  will  vary.  Here  are  some  groups  that  have  received  assistance: 

•  wheat  farmers  in  Saskatchewan 

•  fruit  farmers  in  British  Columbia 

•  fisherman  in  the  Maritimes 

•  native  groups 

Sectioni:  Activity 3 

1.  In  the  space  that  follows  identify  all  the  goods  and  services  you  would  like  to  purchase  in  the  next 
month.  Some  of  the  things  identified  will  be  items  you  need  to  survive  (e.g.,  food,  clothing, 
shelter),  while  others  will  be  things  that  you  want 

Answers  will  vary.  Here  are  a  few  likely  possibilities: 

•  new  clothes 

•  car 

•  television 

•  compact  disc  player 

•  vacation 

2.  List  all  the  sources  of  money  that  you  have  to  buy  the  goods  and  services  that  you  want. 
Answers  will  vary.  Here  are  some  possibilities: 

•  allowance 

•  part-time  job 

•  loan  from  parents 

•  bank  loan 
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3.  Is  there  a  noticeable  difference  between  your  wants  and  the  amount  of  money  that  you  have  to 
satisfy  them? 

The  students  should  see  that  they  cannot  buy  all  of  the  goods  and  services  that  they  want. 

4.  If  you  do  not  have  enough  money,  what  choices  might  you  face? 
Some  of  the  choices  are  as  follows: 

•  getting  more  money 

•  buying  fewer  items 

5.  The  problem  of  meeting  the  wants  and  needs  of  the  individuals  within  a  country  becomes  the 
responsibility  of  the  government  of  that  country.  Whether  the  country  is  Canada,  the  United 
States,  or  the  Soviet  Union,  the  problem  is  the  same.  How  does  a  government  meet  the  unlimited 
wants  of  its  citizens  with  limited  resources? 

The  government  must  decide  what  the  citizens  need  and  want  the  most  and  allow  those  items  to  be 
produced. 

Section  1 :  Activity  4 

1.  In  the  spaces  provided,  write  the  words  that  correctly  complete  the  following  sentences. 

a.  Raw  materials  such  as  (e.g.)  soil,  water,  mdfish.  that  come  from  nature,  are  called  land  by 
economists. 

b.  Another  name  for  people's  efforts  in  the  production  of  goods  and  services  is  labour. 

c.  Money,  machines,  and  tools  are  called  capital. 

d.  The  combination  of  land,  labour,  and  capital  equals  production. 

e.  Purchasers  of  goods  and  services  are  called  consumers. 

2.  The  three  factors  of  production  are 

land 

labour 

capital 

3.  Now  consider  how  the  products  you  use  every  day  are  affected  by  the  three  factors  of  production, 
a.   Identify  two  products  that  you  use  regularly  in  your  own  home. 
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Answers  will  vary.  Here  are  some  possibilities: 

•  clothing 

•  food 

•  electronic  equipment 

b.  Think  about  the  three  factors  of  production  and  how  they  have  been  combined  in  order  for 
these  products  to  appear  in  your  home.  Identify  one  example  of  each  of  the  three  factors  of 
production  that  likely  went  into  the  making  of  each  of  the  products  you  identified  above. 
Record  your  answers  in  the  spaces  provided.  An  example  has  been  completed  for  you. 

Example:  Product:  Rolled  Oats  Breakfast  Cereal 

Factors  of  Production: 

•  Land  -  oats  raised  on  farmer's  land 

•  Labour  -  oats  shipped  by  farmer  to  local  grain  elevator 

•  Capital  -  rent  paid  for  building  in  which  store  is  operating 

(1)  Product: 

Factors  of  Production: 

•  Land- 

•  Labour - 

•  Capital - 

(2)  Product: 

Factors  of  Production: 

•  Land- 

•  Labour - 

•  Capital - 

Answers  will  vary.  Ensure  that  students'  choices  of  product  or  service  match  the  land, 
labour,  and  capital  that  went  into  producing  them. 

Sectioni:  Activity 5 


Teaching  Suggestions 

The  textbook  uses  four  basic  economic  questions  but  this  module  sticks  to  the  three  basic 
questions  taught  in  previous  modules  and  in  most  textbooks.  This  will  likely  be  a  source  of 
confusion  for  students,  so  it  will  be  important  to  clarify  matters  at  this  stage. 
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1 .  In  the  spaces  following  each  example  of  a  good  or  service,  identify  which  of  the  three  economic 
questions  would  need  to  be  answered  before  the  decision  can  be  made. 

a.  producing  skateboards  instead  of  ice  cream 
What  is  to  be  produced? 

b.  deciding  to  make  a  good  or  service  available  in  certain  cities  only 
For  whom  should  these  goods  be  produced? 

c.  deciding  that  semiautomatic  assembly  lines  will  be  used 
How  are  the  goods  to  be  produced? 

d.  deciding  that  the  cost  of  a  loaf  of  bread  will  be  250 
For  whom  are  the  goods  to  be  produced? 

e.  deciding  that  high-top  running  shoes  will  be  made  instead  of  sandals 
What  is  to  be  produced? 

f.  deciding  that  20  000  hockey  sticks  will  be  made  in  a  factory  in  City  X 
How  are  the  goods  to  be  produced? 

2.  Imagine  that  you're  the  government  official  whose  job  it  is  to  allocate  (divide  up  and  distribute) 
resources  to  each  of  the  situations  identified  in  question  1. 

a.  How  might  you  gather  infomiation  to  determine  the  best  allocation  of  resources? 
Answers  will  vary.  Here  are  some  possibilities: 

•  ask  people  what  they  need  by  taking  a  poll 

•  have  people  phone  their  government  representatives 

•  conduct  interviews  and  hearings 

b.  How  would  you  decide  whether  or  not  you  had  made  the  best  decision? 

If  the  majority  of  citizens  in  the  country  are  happy  with  your  decisions,  you  have  probably 
made  the  best  decision. 

c.  How  would  you  implement,  or  put  into  practice,  your  decision? 

Answers  will  vary.  A  possible  answer  could  be  by  letting  the  government  make  your  decision 
the  law. 
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Section  1:  Activity  6 


1.  Fill  in  the  boxes  that  follow  with  the  three  main  economic  questions. 


What  will 
be  produced? 

How  will  it  be 
produced? 

For  whom  will  it  be 
produced? 

If  the  answer  is  decided  by 

> 

> 

f 

> 

Private  Individuals 

Private  Individuals 
and  Government 

Government 

> 

f 

f 

> 

f 

This  indicates  a 
market  economy. 

This  indicates  a 
mixed  economy. 

This  indicates  a 
centrally  planned 
economy. 

> 

f 

f 

The  system 
using  a  market 
economy  is 
called  capitalism 
or  free 

enterprise.  The 
United  States  is 

Canada  has  this 
type  of  economic 
system. 

This  system  is 
also  called 
socialism  or  a 
command 
economy.  The 

an  example  of 
this  type  of 
economy  (recall 
Modules  1  and  2). 

Soviet  Union  has 
this  type  of 
economy. 
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2.   Now  answer  questions  1,  2,  3  (a),  (b),  and  (c)  on  page  154  of  The  Soviet  Union.  Place  your 
answers  in  the  following  spaces. 

Textbook  question  1: 

This  question  does  not  have  a  right  or  wrong  answer.  It  is  a  value  question  because  the  values  of 
the  citizens  of  the  country  will  determine  how  to  deal  with  this  problem  of  scarcity. 

Textbook  question  2: 

Individualism:  a  system  or  condition  where  all  individuals  work  for  their  own  ends 

Collectivism:  a  system  or  condition  where  all  individuals  are  part  of  a  group  and  work  for  the 
group,  not  for  their  own  ends 

Textbook  question  3  (a): 

Market  economy:  individuals  should  own  the  resources 

Command  (centrally  planned)  economy:  there  is  group  ownership  of  the  resources 

Textbook  question  3  (b): 

The  market  economy  favours  individualism. 

The  command  (centrally  planned)  economy  favours  collectivism. 

Textbook  question  3  (c): 

Answers  will  vary.  The  answer  should  include  the  idea  of  an  economic  system  combining  the  best 
features  of  the  market  economy  and  centrally  planned  economy  -  a  mixed  economy. 

Section  1 :  Activity  7 

1.  Examine  each  of  tiie  following  illustrations;  then  identify  and  label  each  of  the  pictures  as  an 
example  of  land,  labour,  or  capital.  Write  your  answer  in  the  space  below  each  illustration. 


a. 

land 

b. 

labour 

c. 

labour 

d. 

labour 

e. 

capital 

f. 

capital 

g- 

capital 

h. 

capital 
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2.  Place  three  letters  -  M  for  market  economy,  C  for  centrally  planned  economy,  and  X  for  mixed 
economy  -  on  each  line  to  show  the  amount  of  control  each  economic  system  has  over  the  three 
factors  of  production  that  foUow. 

Example: 

Transportation  M  X  C  

Facilities:  Least  Control  Most  Control 

Labour  Force: 

Health  Care: 

Education: 

Banks  and  Money: 

Manufacturing  Facilities: 

Communications 
Facilities: 

Power: 

Answers  may  vary  slightly  but  the  student  should  have  shown  that  the  centrally  planned  economy 
had  the  most  control  for  all  the  factors  of  production. 

3.  a.   Did  you  notice  a  pattem  in  the  placement  of  each  type  of  economy?  Circle  one:  YES  or 

NO. 

Yes,  there  is  a  pattern. 

b.  If  you  answered  yes  to  question  3.a.,  explain  briefly  what  pattem  you  discovered. 

The  pattern  is  that  the  centrally  planned  economy  has  the  most  control  over  the  factors  of 
production. 

c.  On  the  lines  that  follow,  write  one  statement  about  each  of  the  economic  systems  described  in 
this  activity.  Within  each  statement  describe  the  degree  of  control  individuals  might  have 
within  the  system  and/or  describe  one  way  in  which  the  economic  system  might  affect  the 
citizens  who  live  within  it. 
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(1)  Market  Economy: 

The  individual  has  the  greatest  amount  of  economic  freedom  to  produce  and  buy  goods. 

(2)  Mixed  Economy: 

The  individual  has  a  great  deal  of  control  of  the  factors  of  production  but  the 
government  helps  to  regulate  production  in  some  key  areas. 

(3)  Centrally  Planned  Economy: 

The  individual  has  very  little  or  no  control  at  all  over  the  factors  of  production. 
Section  1:  Activity  8 

1 .  Gosplan  is  the  name  of  the  highest  authority  in  the  Soviet  economic  planning  system. 

2.  The  amount  of  production  each  factory  has  to  produce  is  called  its  quota. 

3.  The  individual  has  very  little  control  in  deciding  how  resources  are  used. 

4.  If  targets  are  too  high,  quotas  for  factories  may  not  be  met 

5.  Central  planning  of  production  is  a  key  characteristic  of  the  economy  of  the  Soviet  Union. 
Section  1 :  Activity  9 

1 .  After  you  have  finished  reading  the  story,  record  in  the  spaces  that  follow  what  you  believe  to  be 
tme  about  the  ability  of  individuals  to  have  a  say  in  economic  decision  making  within  a  centrally 
planned  economy.  Give  reasons  to  support  your  answer. 

After  reading  the  article  the  students  should  understand  that  major  decisions  are  made  at  the  top 
levels  by  the  government  but  individuals  can  influence  the  way  these  decisions  are  carried  out. 
Some  of  the  reasons  to  support  this  are  as  follows: 

•  The  engineer  suggests  breakdowns,  which  would  make  the  upper  levels  think  that  the  plant 
is  not  working  efficiently.  Therefore,  they  would  not  increase  their  production  targets. 

•  The  official  accounts  book  can  be  altered  to  show  problems. 

2.  Did  the  story  "The  Duty  of  Every  Worker"  change  your  original  opinions  about  a  centrally 
planned  economy?  Explain  why  or  why  not 

If  the  student's  opinions  were  changed,  a  possible  answer  is  that  a  centrally  planned  economy  is 
so  restrictive  that  there  is  no  input  from  individuals. 

If  the  student's  opinions  did  not  change,  a  possible  answer  is  that  the  centrally  planned  economy 
makes  all  the  decisions  for  individuals. 
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3.  Identify  six  beliefs  or  values  on  which  a  centrally  planned  economy  bases  its  existence.  Check 
back  to  page  159  of  your  text  if  you  need  more  help.  The  first  has  been  done  for  you  as  an 
example. 

Resources  should  be  communally,  not  privately,  owned. 
Answers  will  vary  somewhat.  Here  are  some  possibilities: 

•  Means  of  production  should  be  nationalized. 

•  There  should  be  equality  for  all  people. 

•  All  public  services  and  public  utilities  should  be  controlled  by  the  state. 

•  People  should  work  collectively  for  the  good  of  all. 

•  Individuals  should  have  limited  decision-making  power. 

•  Propaganda  should  be  used  to  indicate  "correct"  values. 

4.  Imagine  yourself  a  citizen  of  the  Soviet  Union.  Describe  how  you  feel  about  the  amount  of 
control  you  have  over  economic  decisions  affecting  you  and  what  changes  you'd  like  to  see.  Use 
a  fonmat  other  than  charts  or  paragraphs  and  essays.  For  example,  you  might  write  a  letter  to  a 
friend,  draw  a  poster,  or  write  a  song  to  express  your  feelings.  Use  the  space  that  follows  to 
record  your  response. 

Answers  will  vary.  The  answers  should  include  the  idea  of  increased  individual  economic 
decision  making. 

Section  1 :  Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

1.  a.   What  is  the  common  economic  problem  of  all  societies? 

The  common  economic  problem  is  a  scarcity  of  resources. 

b.  Can  you  think  of  any  way  of  solving  this  problem?  Explain. 

Answers  will  vary.  Possible  answers  are  to  reduce  wants  and  increase  resources  (if 
possible). 

2.  What  are  two  important  features  of  a  market  economy? 
The  two  important  features  of  a  market  economy  are 

•  individual  ownership  of  resources 

•  individual  determination  of  the  answer  to  the  questions  what?,  how?,  and  for  whom? 
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3.  What  are  two  important  features  of  a  centrally  planned  economy? 

Two  important  features  of  a  centrally  planned  economy  are  ownership  of  the  means  of  production 
and  central  planning  of  production. 

4.  Basing  your  work  on  what  you've  just  read,  answer  questions  6,  7,  and  8  in  "For  Your  Notebook" 
on  page  167  of  the  text.  Place  your  answers  in  the  spaces  provided  here. 

Textbook  question  6: 

Students  should  include  the  information  from  question  2  of  this  activity. 
Textbook  question  7: 

The  term  means  (factors)  of  production  refers  to  resources  used  to  make  goods  or  services. 
These  include  land,  labour,  and  capital. 

Textbook  question  8: 

The  four  basic  question  from  the  text  have  been  condensed  into  three  questions  in  this  module. 
They  are 

•  What  is  to  be  produced? 

•  How  will  it  be  produced? 

•  For  whom  will  it  be  produced? 

5.  Complete  the  exercise  "For  Your  Notebook"  on  page  168  of  The  Soviet  Union.  Place  the 
appropriate  labels  in  the  spaces  provided  here. 

Textbook  question  1 : 

command 

Textbook  question  2: 
convnand 

Textbook  question  3: 
traditional 
Textbook  question  4: 
market 
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Textbook  question  5: 
command 

Textbook  question  6: 
market 

Textbook  question  7: 
market 

Textbook  question  8: 
command 

Textbook  question  9: 
traditional 

Textbook  question  10: 
command 

Textbook  question  1 1 : 
command 

Textbook  question  12: 
command 

Textbook  question  13: 
market 

Textbook  question  14: 
market 

Textbook  question  15: 
command 
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6.   Complete  the  crossword  puzzle  that  follows. 

Clues 

Across 

4.  This  economy  values  state  control. 

5.  three  economic  questions 

6.  a  basic  economic  problem 

9.  All  people  have  basic  . 

10.  The  market  economy  emphasizes  the  consumer. 

1 1 .  another  word  for  nation 

14.   is  another  word  for  human  resources. 

15.  Land,  labour,  and  capital  are  examples. 

16.  In  this  economy,  individuals  own  the  resources. 

1 7.  a  major  characteristic  of  a  command  economy 

Down 

1 .  a  production  goal 

2.  Soviet  Union  plarming  agency 

3.  Factories  produce  . 

7.  money  or  things  used  to  make  money 

8.  Societies  use  their  to  satisfy  needs. 

1 2.  natural  resources  or  raw  materials 

13.  All  countries  have  systems. 
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Enrichment 

If  you  can,  obtain  the  computer  program  Economics:  What,  How  and  for  Whom?,  published  by  Focus 
Media  (distributed  by  Micro  Smart).  Review  discs  1, 2,  3,  and  4.  On  your  own  paper  see  if  you  can 
answer  the  "Review  and  Test"  questions  included  in  the  back  of  the  software  package. 

This  is  an  excellent  computer  program  that  reinforces,  as  well  as  enriches,  the  students'  knowledge  of 
economic  terms  and  systems. 

Economics  -  What,  How,  For  Whom 
Publisher:  Focus  Media 
Distributor:  Micro  Smart  (1986) 

Focus  Media 
839  Stewart  Ave. 
P.O.  865 

Garden  City,  New  York  115  30 

1-800-645-8989 
1-800-516-794-8900 
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Section  1  Assignment 

1.  All  societies  must  deal  with  the  basic  problem  of  scarcity  of  resources.  The  methods  that 

societies  use  to  deal  with  this  problem  will  determine  the  type  of  economic  systems  that  develop. 

The  chart  opposite  refers  to  the  three  fundamental  economic  questions: 

•  What  is  to  be  produced? 

•  How  will  it  be  produced? 

•  For  whom  will  it  be  produced? 

For  each  of  the  three  economic  systems  studied  in  Section  1,  indicate  on  the  chart  how  that 
system  would  answer  the  three  main  economic  questions. 


Market  Economy 

Mixed  Economy 

Centrally  Planned 
Economy 

What  is  to  be 
produced? 

•  individuals  and 
companies 

•  individuals,  companies, 
and  in  some  cases,  the 

g  1/  vc  r  n/ncni 

•  government 

How  will  it  be 
produced? 

•  individuals  and 
companies  reacting  to 
consumer  wants 

•  consumers  and  some 
government  agencies 

•  government  through 
centralized  planning 
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Marlcet  Economy 

Mixed  Economy 

Centrally  Planned 

ccuiiomy 

For  whom  will  it 

be  produced? 

•  any  consumer  who  can 

•  consumers  who  can 

•  all  profits  kept  by 

afford  it 

cfford  it 

government 

-  Owners  keep  profits. 

-  Owners  keep  profits. 

-  Workers  are  paid 

-  Workers  are  paid 

-  Government  pays  for 

according  to  needs. 

wages. 

social  services. 

2.  In  Section  1  of  this  module  you  studied  the  two  major  characteristics  of  a  centrally  planned 
economy:  central  planning  and  state  ownership  of  all  resources.  Keeping  this  in  mind,  read  the 
scenario  that  follows: 

You  have  been  appointed  minister  of  the  economy  in  an  economic  system  leaning  heavily 
towards  central  planning.  It  is  your  job  to  decide  which  specific  aspects  of  the  three  factors  of 
production  your  government  will  control. 

Your  tasks  include  the  following: 

a.   Decide  which  specific  aspects  of  the  three  factors  of  production  should  be  government 
controlled  by  filling  in  the  concept  map  on  the  response  page  opposite.  For  example,  under 
the  heading  of  land  you  might  include  minerals. 
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A  student's  concept  map  should  reflect  government  control  of  the  following: 

•  land 

•  labour 

•  capital 

Check  that  reasonable  particulars  have  been  included  under  each  of  these  headings,  e.g.. 
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b.  Explain  the  choices  you  made  in  your  concept  map. 

Explanations  should  be  logical  and  clear.  See  that  students  understand  the  control  a 
command  economy  has  over  the  factors  of  production. 

c.  Explain  how  your  government  will  plan  to  meet  the  needs  and  wants  of  the  citizens  of  your 
country. 

The  following  three  points  should  be  included: 

•  go\ernment  ownership  of  the  means  of  production 

•  central  planning  of  production 

•  reference  to  a  central  planning  agency 

Section  2:  Centrally  Planned  Agriculture  in  the  USSR 

Key  Concepts: 

•  state  farm 

•  collective  farm 

•  personal  plot 

•  productivity 

This  section  deals  mainly  with  agriculture  in  the  Soviet  Union.  The  intent  of  this  section  is  to  allow 
students  to  see  how  the  government  actually  controls  primary  industry. 


Teaching  Suggestions 

•  Many  Alberta  students  have  some  familiarity  with  farming  -  or  with  some  other  primary 
industry.  Use  this  familiarity  in  the  classroom  to  bring  out  contrasts  -  and  similarities  - 
between  how  things  are  done  in  USSR  and  in  Canada. 

•  The  USSR  is  undergoing  radical  economic  changes.  Have  students  watch  for  news  items 
discussing  changes  in  agriculture  and  discuss  these  items  in  class. 

•  Students  might  be  familiar  with  Hutterite  farming  methods  -  a  type  of  collective  agriculture 
practised  here  in  Alberta.  Perhaps  a  field  trip  to  a  Hutterite  Colony  would  bring  home  to 
them  how  collective  farming  differs  from  the  traditional  North  American  family-farm 
system. 

•  A  letter  to  the  Soviet  Embassy  would  help  students  get  started  on  a  scrapbook  of  Soviet 
articles  on  farming. 


Social  Studies  9 


21 


Learning  Facilitator's  Manual 


Module  4 


Section  2:  Activity  1 

1.  Explain  how  Canadian  fanners  control  each  of  the  three  factors  of  production.  The  first  has  been 
done  as  an  example. 

This  question  is  included  so  that  students  can  understand  that  individual  Canadian  farmers 
control  the  factors  of  production. 

a.  Land: 

Fanners  decide  what  crops  to  raise. 

b.  Labour: 

Farmers  decide  if  they  need  to  hire  helpers. 

c.  Capital: 

Farmers  decide  if  they  have  to  purchase  new  machinery. 

2.  According  to  this  cartoon,  what  attitude  do  farmers  in  the  Soviet  Union  have  towards  private 
plots? 

According  to  the  cartoon,  Soviet  farmers  definitely  consider  the  work  on  their  private  plots  more 
important  than  their  other  work. 

3.  Why  might  farmers  in  the  Soviet  Union  have  the  attitude  shown  in  the  cartoon? 

They  have  this  attitude  because  the  incentive  of  making  money  for  themselves  makes  them  want  to 
produce  more  on  their  personal  plots. 

Section  2:  Activity  2 

In  the  spaces  that  follow,  answer  questions  1  to  9  on  page  178  of  The  Soviet  Union.  Base  your 
answers  on  the  graphs  to  the  left  of  the  questions. 

Textbook  question  1: 

The  three  types  are 

•  persoruil  plots 

•  collective  farms 

•  state  farms 


Social  Studies  9 


22 


Learning  Facilitator's  Manual 


Module  4 


Textbook  question  2: 

They  are  potatoes  and  eggs.  These  are  the  items  consumers  want  the  most,  and  they  can  be  produced 
on  small  plots. 

Textbook  question  3: 

Collective  farms  produce  the  most  grains,  raw  cotton  and  sugar  beets.  State  farms  produce  the  most 
grains  and  wool. 

Textbook  question  4: 

The  farmers  sell  these  items  at  markets. 

Textbook  question  5: 

The  personal  plots  are  too  small  for  grain  farming. 

Textbook  question  6: 

Personal  plots  do. 

Textbook  question  7: 

Collective  farms  do. 

Textbook  question  8: 

The  incentive  of  selling  their  crops  to  make  more  money  for  the  individual  farmer  motivates  higher 
production. 

Textbook  question  9: 

The  collective  farms  divide  some  of  the  profit  amongst  the  workers  on  the  collective,  so  the  idea  is 
there  that  if  more  is  produced,  more  profit  will  be  made. 

Section  2:  Activity  3 

Answer  questions  2  and  3  in  the  "Chapter  Review"  on  page  1 88  of  your  text. 

Textbook  question  2: 

fish:  land 
animals:  land 
machinery:  capital 
freighters:  capital 
soil:  land 
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telephones:  capital 
buildings:  capital 
workers:  labour 
railroads:  capital 
fuel:  land 
minerals:  land 


Textbook  question  3: 


a. 

True 

i. 

False 

b. 

False 

j. 

True 

c. 

True 

k. 

False 

d. 

True 

1. 

True 

e. 

True 

m. 

False 

f. 

False 

n. 

False 

g- 

True 

0. 

True 

h. 

True 

Section  2:  Follow-up  Activities 
Extra  Help 

1.  There  are  three  types  of  farms  in  the  Soviet  Union.  Each  one  of  these  farms  demonstrates  how 
the  Soviet  Union  controls  the  factors  of  production  in  farming.  To  help  you  review  these 
concepts  and  terms,  complete  question  4  on  page  188  in  The  Soviet  Union.  Put  the  number  of  the 
correct  definition  in  the  blank  provided  with  each  term. 

Textbook  question  4: 

6  a.  Fertile  Triangle 

1  b.  primary  industry 

12  c.  domestic 

9  d.  personal  initiative 

8  e.  caviar 

U  f.  agrarian  societies 

3  g.  cash  crops 
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10     h.  incentive 
4      i.  kolkhoz 
2      j.  sovkhoz 

2.  Complete  the  following  crossword  puzzle  based  on  the  terms  used  in  chapter  6. 

Clues 

Across 

2.  An  economic  system  must  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  people. 

3.  collective  fann 

5.  what  you  need  to  start  a  course  of  action  on  your  own 
7.    where  most  of  the  Soviet  Union's  farming  takes  place 

9.  suitable  for  farming 

11.  sovkhoz 

13.  area  of  great  resources  in  the  Soviet  Union 
Down 

1 .    industries  that  produce  raw  materials 

4.  within  a  country 

6.  a  situation  where  most  people  are  involved  in  agriculture 

7.  This  occurs  because  of  problems  in  Soviet  agriculture. 

8.  land  owned  individually  by  workers  on  collective  farms 

10.  are  grown  to  be  sold. 

12.  Farmers'  are  evidence  of  private  enterprise. 

14.  extraction  of  minerals 
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Enrichment 

Do  either  Part  A  or  Part  B. 
Part  A 

If  you  can  get  hold  of  it,  watch  the  film  Farming  -  Soviet  Style  and  then  answer  the  following 
questions. 

The  film  Farming  -  Soviet  Style  is  an  excellent  means  of  illustrating  the  three  different  methods  of 
farming  in  the  USSR. 
The  film  is  available  from 

Magic  Lantern  Distributors  Ltd. 
mi -6700  ^3  Road 
Richmond,  B.C. 
V6Y2C3 
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1 .  a.   What  are  the  three  types  of  farming  in  the  Soviet  Union? 

state  farming 
collective  farming 
farming  on  personal  plots 

b.  Which  type  of  farming  is  the  most  productive?  Explain  why. 

Personal  plots  are  the  most  productive  because  of  the  incentive  of  earning  additional  money 
for  the  individual. 

c.  Explain  why  there  is  such  a  great  emphasis  placed  on  farm  productivity  in  the  Soviet  Union? 

In  order  to  raise  the  standard  of  living  of  a  country,  it  is  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  basic 
needs  (e.g.,  food)  are  secured  first.  The  Soviet  Union  is  such  a  large  country  that  this  can  be 
a  problem. 

PartB 

d.  If  your  library  has  the  book  Canada  and  the  World  -  An  Atlas  Resource,  study  pages  45  to  50 
to  help  you  compare  farms  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  Canada. 

The  information  in  this  resource  is  very  useful  in  helping  students  analyse  material  and 
compare  farm  productivity. 

e.  Things  are  changing  on  Soviet  farms  today.  Use  magazines  and  newspapers  to  research 
current  agricultural  problems  and  changes  in  the  Soviet  Union.  An  interesting  place  to  start  is 
an  article  titled  "A  Soviet  Sea  Lies  Dying"  in  the  National  Geographic  magazine,  February 
1990,  page  73. 

This  article  dealswiththe  problems  created  by  cotton  farming. 

2.  Start  a  scrapbook  on  some  aspea  of  the  Soviet  economy.  Write  a  letter  to  the  Soviet  Union 
Embassy  asking  for  free  information.  The  address  is 

USSR  Embassy  Press  Office 
1108-400  Stewart  St. 
Ottawa,  Ontario 
K1N6L2 

The  embassy  will  send  out,  free  of  charge,  information  on  Soviet  Union  farming. 
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Section  2  Assignment 

Picture  yourself  in  this  situation: 

You  are  a  Canadian  farmer  attending  a  conference  on  modem  agriculture.  You  meet  some  farmers 
from  the  Soviet  Union,  but  they  speak  little  English  and  your  Russian  is  weak.  You  want  to  tell  them 
about  Canadian  farming.  The  only  method  that  will  work  is  using  pictures,  so  you  decide  to  make  a 
coUage  for  them. 

A  collage  is  a  picture  made  up  of  a  variety  of  items  -  photographs,  drawings,  magazine 
advertisements,  and  even  newspaper  and  magazine  headlines.  They  can  be  arranged  in  any  order - 
usually  overlapping  -  on  a  piece  of  paper. 

Make  a  collage  that  illustrates  aspects  of  Canadian  farming  that  Soviet  fanners  might  find  unusual 
and  interesting.  Search  through  magazines  and  newspapers,  cutting  out  articles,  pictures,  and 
headlines  that  seem  appropriate. 

Remember,  the  purpose  of  this  assignment  is  to  help  Soviet  farmers  understand  how  Canadians  farm 
and  how  our  government  controls  or  interacts  with  agricultural  production  at  many  levels.  To  do  this, 
you  must  be  sure  you  understand  how  Soviet  and  Canadian  farming  differ. 

If  you  are  in  a  situation  where  it  is  extremely  difTicult  to  fmd  the  necessary  pictures,  you  are 
welcome  to  draw  (neatly)  some  or  all  of  the  pictures. 

Mark  the  collage  according  to  these  criteria: 

•  appropriateness  of  pictures  and/or  headlines 

•  number  of  articles  assembled 

•  neatness  and  effort 

Section  3:  Standard  of  Living  and  Quality  of  Life 

Key  Concepts: 

•  standard  ofliving 

•  quality  of  life 

•  material  wealth 

•  gross  national  product 

•  per  capita  income 

•  per  capita  gross  national  product 

This  section  reviews  the  idea  of  quality  of  life  and  contrasts  it  with  standard  of  living. 

Numerous  references  are  made  to  the  students'  personal  lives  so  that  comparisons  can  be  made 
between  the  Soviet  Union  and  Canada. 
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Teaching  Suggestions 

Like  Section  1,  this  section  contains  review  material.  Decide  how  much  time  you  think  your 
students  need  to  spend  on  this  review.  It  is  important,  though,  that  students  understand  the 
contrast,  and  the  relationship,  between  quality  of  life  and  standard  of  living. 

The  principal  aim  of  Section  3  is  to  enable  students  to  contrast  their  lives  with  those  of  residents 
of  the  USSR.  At  present  the  media  is  ftiU  of  accounts  of  the  discontent  felt  by  Soviet  citizens 
with  both  their  standard  of  living  and  quality  of  life.  Use  current  news  stories  to  enhance  the 
material  in  this  section.  A  bulletin-board  display  would  be  a  good  idea. 


Sections:  Activity  1 

1.  The  girl  who  travelled  overseas  found  out  that  conditions  were  different  where  her  cousins  lived. 

a.  What  made  her  cousins'  lives  different? 

The  things  that  made  her  cousins'  lives  different  were  such  things  as  poor  food,  shortages  of 
food  and  medicine,  inadequate  housing,  and  a  lack  of  sufficient  consumer  products  ( luxuries). 

b.  Were  there  any  similarities  between  the  girl's  life-style  and  that  of  her  cousins?  Give 
examples. 

Both  the  girl  and  her  cousins  seemed  to  be  happy. 

c.  Would  you  say  that  one  of  the  life-styles  was  better  than  the  other?  Explain  why  or  why  not. 
Answers  will  vary.  Here  are  two  possibilities: 

•  The  girl's  life-style  was  better  because  she  had  more  material  things. 

•  The  cousins'  life-style  was  better  because  the  family  lived  close  together  and  was 
healthy. 

2.  List  five  things  Uiat  you  are  happy  wiUi  in  your  life. 
Answers  will  vary  but  students  will  likely  include  such  things  as 

•  a  healthy  family 

•  a  nice  house 

•  good  food,  friends 

•  a  good  education 
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3.   Is  it  possible  to  improve  your  quality  of  life  simply  by  raising  your  standard  of  living  (e.g., 
buying  a  new  car,  getting  another  TV,  or  winning  a  lottery)?  Explain  your  answer. 

Yes,  it  is  possible  to  improve  your  quality  of  life  when  you  raise  your  standard  of  living  because, 
for  example,  your  family  might  buy  a  travel  trailer,  which  would  allow  your  family  to  spend  more 
time  together. 

Sections:  Activity 2 

1 .  Now  try  this  calculation  with  your  family.  Fill  in  the  boxes  that  follow. 
Here  is  an  example: 


$70  000  Gross 
income  +  value  of 
possessions 


Your  family's  present 
total  wealth 


$14  000 


Number  of  people  in 
family 


Per  capita  worth  of  your 
family 


2.  How  can  calculations  like  these  tell  you  if  your  family's  standard  of  living  has  increased? 

This  could  be  used  to  indicate  a  decrease  or  increase  in  standard  of  living  by  comparing  the  per 
capita  worth  of  your  family  from  year  to  year. 

3.  What  would  happen  if  someone  in  your  family  who  had  not  been  working  got  a  job,  (e.g.,  how 
would  this  affect  your  family  income)? 

This  would  increase  the  family  income. 

4.  What  would  happen  to  your  standard  of  living  if  your  family's  income  remained  the  same  but  a 
new  member  were  added  to  your  family? 

The  family  per  capita  income  would  be  lower,  which  would  decrease  your  family's  purchasing 
power. 
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Sections:  Activity 3 

1 .  Find  the  per  capita  income  for  Country  Q. 


Manufactured 
Products  and 
Services 


GNP 

$250  Billion 


Country's 
Population 


Population 
100  million 


Per  Capita 
Income  for 
Country  Q 


2.  Using  the  preceding  model,  calculate  the  per  capita  gross  national  product  (or  income)  for  the 
countries  that  follow.  Write  your  answers  in  the  spaces  provided. 


Country 

GNP 

Population 

Per  Capita  GNP 
(or  Income) 

Country  X 

$100  billion 

10  million 

$10  000 

Country  Y 

$25  billion 

-i- 

5  million 

$5  000 

Country  Z 

$15  billion 

150  million 

$100 

3.  Which  of  the  preceding  countries  has  die  highest  per  capita  GNP? 
Country  X 

4.  Which  country  has  the  highest  standard  of  living? 
Country  X 

5.  a.   What  would  happen  to  a  country's  per  capita  GNP  if  the  GNP  increased  but  the  population 

remained  the  same? 


The  per  capita  GNP  would  increase. 
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b.   What  would  happen  to  the  standard  of  living  of  the  citizens  of  this  country? 

The  standard  of  living  of  the  country  would  likely  increase  due  to  the  increased  GNP  coupled 
with  a  stable  population. 

Sections:  Activity 4 

Complete  questions  2  to  10  on  page  210  of  your  text.  Record  your  answers  in  the  spaces  that  follow. 
Textbook  question  2: 

This  term  means  that  for  every  thousand  people  in  the  country  this  event  occurs  so  many  times.  An 
example  could  be  that  in  Canada  for  every  thousand  people,  430  of  them  own  a  car. 

Textbook  question  3: 

standard  of  living  factors  are 

•  per  capita  income 

•  telephone/ 1000 

•  radio/1000 

•  television  sets/ 1000 

•  motor  vehicles/ 1000 

quality  of  life  factors  are 

•  birthrates 

•  infant  mortality  rate 

•  life  expectancy  at  birth 

•  death  rate 

•  population  per  physician 

•  persons  enrolled  in  primary  school 

•  percent  enrolled  in  higher  education 

•  adult  literacy 

Textbook  question  4: 

•  Highest:  U.S.A.  -It  has  the  highest  per  capita  income. 

•  Lowest:  India  -  It  has  the  lowest  per  capita  income. 

•  Best  quality  of  life:  Most  students  will  say  the  U.S.  because  of  its  high  standard  of  living,  good 
health  care,  education,  etc. 

•  Poorest  quality  of  life:  This  would  be  India  because  of  its  low  standard  of  living  and  poor 
levels  of  medical  and  education  facilities. 
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Textbook  question  5: 

Variations  occur  due  to  different  levels  of  nutrition,  sanitation,  pollution,  etc. 
Textbook  question  6: 

To  calculate  the  increase  in  population,  subtract  the  death  rate  from  the  birthrate.  The  highest  rate 
of  natural  increase  occurs  in  India  (twenty)  and  China  (seventeen). 

Textbook  question  7: 

This  would  increase  the  population  and  lower  the  standard  of  living. 
Textbook  question  8: 

An  industrial  country  is  a  country  that  is  capable  of  producing  the  consumer  products  its  citizens 
need  and  want  (e.g.,  U.S.A.  -  695  telephones! 1000, 554  televisions! 1000).  It  has  a  high  standard  of 
living.  A  developing  country  is  a  country  that  is  not  capable  of  producing  the  consumer  products  its 
citizens  want  and  need  (e.g.,  India  -  3  telephones! 1000, 22  radios! 1000).  It  has  a  low  standard  of 
living. 

Textbook  question  9  a: 

The  standard  of  living  in  the  Soviet  Union  is  higher  than  in  the  developing  countries,  but  it  is  lower 
than  in  the  industrialized  countries. 

Textbook  question  9  b: 

The  quality  of  life  in  the  Soviet  Union  is  better  than  in  the  developing  countries,  but  it  is  very  similar 
to  the  quality  of  life  in  industrialized  countries  in  some  categories. 

Textbook  question  10: 

Generally  speaking,  a  higher  standard  of  living  usually  leads  to  a  better  quality  of  life,  though  this 
relationship  does  not  always  hold  true. 
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Section  3:  Follow-up  Activities 
Extra  Help 


Teaching  Suggestions 

The  statistics  in  the  text  mentioned  in  this  activity  are  more  recent  than  those  in  The  Soviet  Union. 
This  activity  will  help  students  organize  infonnation  into  a  chart  and  analyse  statistics  to  form  a 
conclusion.  If  Canada  and  the  World  -  An  Atlas  Resource  is  not  available,  use  any  other 
resource  that  provides  this  kind  of  information  (e.g..  World  Almanac). 


Do  one  or  both  of  the  following. 

1 .   If  your  library  has  the  text  Canada  and  the  World  -  an  Atlas  Resource,  turn  to  pages  178  to  1 84 
and  study  the  figures  given  for  Canada,  the  USSR,  and  the  U.S.A.  in  these  five  areas: 

•  birthrate 

•  death  rate 

•  infant  mortality  rate 

•  number  of  persons  per  TV  set 

•  number  of  persons  per  car 

a.  Now  list  the  order  of  tiie  countries  from  highest  to  lowest  standard  of  living. 

U.S.A. 

Canada 

USSR 

b.  Give  reasons  for  your  answers. 

The  U.SA.  has  the  most  televisions  and  cars  per  person.  The  USSR  has  the  fewest. 

c.  Now  list  the  same  countries  according  to  their  quality  of  life. 

Answers  may  vary,  but  the  order  that  is  most  likely  is 

USA. 

Canada 

USSR 

d.  Give  reasons  for  your  answers. 
Answers  will  vary. 
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In  the  following  word-search  puzzle  there  are  eighteen  terms  describing  factors  that  determine 
quality  of  life.  Circle  the  words  from  the  list  provided.  They  can  appear  backwards,  forwards, 
horizontally,  vertically,  and  diagonally. 


education 
food 
friends 
house 

leisure  time 

nature 

religion 

security 

TV 


apartment 

car 

family 

freedom 

health 

job 

love 

personal  wealth 
safety 


c 

P 

Y 

Q 

0 

M 

J 

E 

O 

A 

1 

R 

M 

Q 

E 

S 

Y 

F 

0 

O 
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K 

E 

N 

W 

Q 

P 

A 

F 

N 

F 

L 

1 

B 

Y 

W 

sG 

F 

E 
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A 

V 

L 

H 

R 

T 

T 

D 

S 

H 

U 

u 

B 

A 

E 

0 

U 

J 

1 

H 

N 

Y 

E 

z 

G 

V 

W 

V 

1 

G 

J 

J 

Y 

V 

D 

Q 

O 

N 

0 

P 

B 

B 

P 

Y 

1 

Q 

Q 

Q 

1 

J 

H 

F 

B 

P 

B 

0 

0 

W 

X 
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E 
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F 

U 

A 

U 
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T 

M 

Y 

F 

X 

F 

E 

T 

J 

E 

G 

P  U  N  V  L  O  N  K 

J  L  L  Q  B  DQ>f  D  H  A 
WHOWRRXTM  I  X 
FDGIHYVQZNX 
WHUHDUOXMJO 
FAKYXROEDZU 
BCVWLPSYFPC 
ECLXZHWHXBR 
EDZZXLKAO 
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Enrichment 

1 .  Condua  a  poll  of  your  family  and  friends  to  discover  what  their  fifteen  most  important  quality- 
of-life  factors  are.  Record  the  most  commonly  cited  factors  in  the  spaces  provided. 

Answers  will  vary. 

2.  What  generalization  can  you  make  about  the  views  on  quality  of  life  of  your  family  and  friends? 

Generalizations  will  vary,  but  should  provide  a  good  focal  point  for  classroom  discussions.  What 
do  people  tend  to  see  as  the  most  important  factors  in  quality  of  life  -  standard  of  living  or  other, 
less  tangible,  factors? 

Section  3  Assignment 

Examine  the  slogans  that  follow. 


Money  can't  buy 


With  which  of  these  do  you  agree  or  disagree  most?  Using  the  information  from  Section  3 
concerning  standard  of  living  and  quality  of  life  factors,  you  will  debate  one  of  these  three  slogans  - 
that  is,  you  will  pick  a  side  for  or  against  the  slogan  and  defend  your  position. 

Be  sure  to  include  in  your  debate  specific  tenns  and  concepts  studied  in  Section  3.  Complete  the 
following  steps. 

1 .  Identify  the  slogan  you  intend  to  debate. 

2.  State  whether  you  agree  or  disagree  with  this  slogan. 

3.  Write  an  essay  in  which  you  explain  your  ideas  on  your  chosen  slogan  along  with  your  reasons 
for  thinking  as  you  do.  Remember  to  discuss  the  slogan  as  it  relates  to  quality  of  life. 

Be  sure  to  express  your  ideas  in  standard  essay  form,  complete  with  introduction,  body,  and 
conclusion. 
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Mark  according  to  these  criteria: 

•  Student  clearly  identifies  a  slogan. 

•  Student  clearly  takes  a  position  for  or  against. 

•  Student  writes  a  well-structured  essay  that  presents  his  or  her  ideas  in  an  organized, 
coherent  matter.  Watch  for  the  terms  standard  of  living,  quality  of  life,  and  per  capita 


The  intent  of  this  section  is  to  show  students  what  life  is  like  in  a  selected  centrally  planned  economy. 
This  is  important  because  then  students  are  able  to  understand  why  changes  are  occuring  in  centrally 
planned  economies  and,  in  particular,  the  Soviet  Union. 


Teaching  Suggestions 

It  is  important  to  constantly  draw  upon  the  students'  own  experience  of  Canadian  life-styles  in 
order  to  contrast  these  with  life-styles  in  the  Soviet  Union.  Again,  use  current  media  coverage  of 
changes  occurring  in  the  USSR  to  keep  up  to  date. 

The  Enrichment  video  Working  -  Soviet  Style  should  prove  an  excellent  source  of  ideas  for 
classroom  discussion  and  for  a  final  review. 

•  In  Section  4  the  students  examine  theoretical  paycheques,  but  it  could  be  more  effective  if 
real  paycheques  could  be  obtained.  Also  in  Section  4  the  students  are  asked  to  draw  a 
political  cartoon;  coloured  felts  could  be  used. 


Secton4:  Activity  1 

1 .  Try  to  think  of  at  least  six  ways  that  your  life-style  is  influenced  by  our  government.  Fill  in  the 
concept  map  that  follows  with  your  ideas.  In  each  of  the  circles  write  an  example  of  how  our 
government  affects  our  life-styles.  An  example  has  been  done  for  you.  If  you  have  more  ideas, 
draw  more  circles. 

In  this  activity  try  to  get  the  students  to  focus  on  how  the  government  affects  their  day-to-day 
lives.  Students'  concepts  maps  will  vary.  What  follows  is  an  example  only. 


GNP. 


Section  4:  Life-Styles  in  the  Soviet  Union 


Key  Concepts: 


•  collective  bargaining 

•  labour  unions 

•  quota 

•  inflation 

•  social  life 


•  luxuries 

»  consumer 

•  basic  needs 

•  social  consumption  funds 
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2.  Now  fill  in  the  concept  map  that  follows  with  ways  in  which  the  government  of  the  USSR 
influences  the  lives  of  Soviet  citizens.  Again,  one  suggestion  has  been  given  to  get  you  started. 

Again,  answers  will  vary.  What  follows  is  an  example  only. 


3.  Now  that  you  have  completed  these  two  concept-map  activities,  have  you  noticed  any  similarities 
or  differences  in  how  the  Canadian  and  Soviet  governments  affect  life-styles?  List  your  ideas  in 
the  chart  that  follows. 

Answers  will  vary.  Students  should  discover  that  both  governments  pay  for  social  services  ( e.g., 
medical,  educational),  the  military,  the  post  office,  and  so  on.  However,  the  Soviet  government 
controls  the  production  of  such  things  as  consumer  goods,  luxuries,  and  housing. 
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4.  Now  summarize  what  you  learned  about  government  and  life-styles  in  one  sentence. 

Answers  will  vary,  but  should  summarize  the  idea  expressed  in  the  answer  to  3  above. 
Section  4:  Activity  2 

1.  Who  do  you  think  controls  the  kind  of  work  you  will  do  in  the  future?  Explain  your  answer. 

Answers  will  vary  somewhat,  but  most  students  will  say  it  is  they  themselves  who  will  be  in 
control. 

2.  Who  controls  what  you  will  get  paid? 

If  the  individual  owns  his  or  her  own  company,  the  individual  determines  it,  subject,  of  course,  to 
the  business' s  financial  situation.  If  the  individual  works  for  a  company,  the  company  determines 
what  is  paid,  subject  to  collective  bargaining.  If  the  individual  works  for  the  government,  the 
government  determines  what  is  paid,  again  subject  to  collective  bargaining. 

3.  Identify  three  advantages  of  labour  unions  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
Answers  will  vary  somewhat.  Here  are  three  probable  answers. 

•  They  guarantee  jobs. 

•  They  arrange  for  housing. 

•  They  train  and  educate  workers. 

4.  Identify  two  disadvantages  of  labour  unions  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
Here  are  two  probable  disadvantages. 

•  Unions  do  not  support  strikes. 

•  Collective  bargaining  is  not  allowed. 

5.  What  is  suggested  in  what  you  have  read  about  the  quality  of  some  consumer  goods  produced  in 
the  Soviet  Union? 

It  is  suggested  that  the  quality  of  consumer  goods  tends  to  be  poor  because  workers  are 
encouraged  to  meet  their  quotas,  not  produce  good  quality  products. 

6.  Is  this  different  from  the  situation  in  Canada?  Explain  your  answer. 

This  is  similar  to,  and  yet  different  from,  the  situation  in  Canada.  In  Canada  owners  of 
companies  ensure  quality;  otherwise  their  products  are  not  bought.  So  it  is  up  to  the  company 
owners  to  make  sure  that  their  workers  are  producing  quality  products.  If  the  workers  in  Canada 
are  not  producing  quality  goods,  they  may  be  fired. 
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7.  You  have  probably  heard  the  expression  "A  picture  is  worth  a  thousand  words."  This  question 
will  give  you  a  chance  to  prove  this  saying  to  be  true.  Draw  a  one-frame  cartoon  using  the 
information  included  in  this  activity.  If  you  wish  to  include  a  caption,  use  the  lines  below  the 
frame.  The  cartoon  should  be  about  Soviet  workers,  and  it  should  demonstrate  either  an 
advantage  or  a  disadvantage  of  unions  in  a  centrally  planned  economy.  If  you  need  help  drawing 
your  characters,  look  at  a  newspaper  comic  section  for  ideas. 

For  the  cartoon^  encourage  the  students  to  be  creative  (e.g.,  use  Russian  words).  Looking  at 
other  newspaper  comics  will  give  students  the  chance  to  incorporate  ideas  into  their  cartoons. 

Section  4:  Activity  3 

1.  How  many  deductions  have  been  made  from  the  Canadian  worker's  paycheque? 
Seven  deductions  have  been  made  from  the  Canadian  worker's  cheque. 

2.  How  many  deductions  have  been  made  from  the  Soviet  worker's  paycheque? 
No  deductions  have  been  made  from  the  Soviet  worker' s  cheque. 

3.  Why  would  the  Canadian  government  deduct  so  much  money  from  workers'  pay? 

The  Canadian  government  deducts  this  money  for  the  "common  good"  -  or  to  help  pay  for 
programs  that  many  Canadians  need  or  want. 

4.  Why  have  no  deductions  been  made  from  the  Soviet  worker's  paycheque? 

The  Soviet  worker  does  not  have  any  deductions  because  the  government  has  determined  his 
wage  and  the  costs  of  all  social  programs  in  their  central  planning. 

5.  Do  the  deductions  from  the  Canadian  worker's  paycheque  benefit  only  one  person  or  many? 
Explain  your  answer. 

The  deductions  benefit  many  people  because  they  pay  for  the  programs  that  the  majority  of 
Canadians  want  (e.g.,  unemployment  insurance  and  the  Canada  Pension  Plan). 

6.  Which  paycheque  would  you  rather  get?  Give  your  reasons. 
Answers  will  vary.  Check  students'  reasons  car^ully. 

Section  4:  Activity  4 

1 .  What  arc  the  two  basic  human  needs  shown  on  the  pie  graphs? 
The  two  basic  human  needs  shown  are  housing  and  food. 
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2.  What  percentage  of  each  paycheque  represented  do  these  basic  human  needs  take  up? 

a.  Soviet  Worker:  2.5%       +      35%     =  37.5% 

Housing  Food 

b.  Canadian  Worker:         35%       +      20%    =  55% 

Housing  Food 

3.  Calculate  how  many  hours  the  average  Soviet  and  Canadian  worker  have  to  work  each  week  to 
meet  these  needs  by  using  the  information  from  question  2  and  from  the  graphs. 

a.  Soviet  worker:     37.5    %  x    40    + 100  =  U 

B  asic        Number  of  hours  Number  of  hours 

Needs        worked  each  week        of  work  each 
(see  graph)  week  to  obtain 

basic  needs 

b.  Canadian  vForker:  il%  x  iZ.+  100=  20.3 

c.  Which  worker  works  less  to  buy  the  necessary  basic  needs? 
The  Soviet  worker  works  less  to  buy  his  or  her  basic  needs. 

4.  What  conclusion  can  you  come  to  after  completing  this  activity? 

The  Soviet  worker  works  fewer  hours  to  buy  basic  needs  because  the  government  in  the  Soviet 
Union  plans  it  this  way. 

Section  4:  Activity  5 

1.  List  the  goods  and  services  that  are  less  expensive  in  Moscow. 

The  items  less  expensive  in  Moscow  are  potatoes,  household  gas,  bus  fare,  air  fare,  haircuts,  and 
movies. 

2.  How  would  you  classify  these  goods? 

Most  of  the  goods  and  services  can  be  classified  as  basic  consumer  needs. 

3.  What  types  of  goods  are  less  expensive  in  Canada? 

In  Canada  all  luxuries  and  many  basic  consumer  products  and  services  are  less  expensive. 

4.  Which  items  would  be  considered  luxuries  by  Soviets? 

The  Soviets  would  consider  items  such  as  soft  drinks,  televisions,  and  cars  as  luxury  items. 
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5.  Who  pays  more  for  these  luxuries  -  Canadians  or  Soviets? 
The  Soviets  pay  more  for  these  luxuries, 

6.  What  conclusions  can  you  draw  about  the  standard  of  living  of  a  Soviet  worker? 

Some  of  the  basic  needs  of  the  Soviet  worker  are  provided  by  the  government  but  the  standard  of 
living  is  low  because  the  Soviet  worker  cannot  afford  many  consumer  products. 

7.  What  does  this  tell  you  about  the  priorities  of  the  centrally  planned  economy  of  the  Soviet  Union? 

The  priorities  of  the  centrally  planned  economy  of  the  Soviet  Union  do  not  favour  the  production 
of  many  consumer  products.  Rather,  they  ensure  basic  needs  for  Soviet  citizens. 

Section  4:  Activity  6 

1 .  What  are  the  main  points  arising  from  the  two  preceding  readings? 
The  main  points  of  the  readings  are  as  follows: 

•  Inflation  does  not  occur  in  the  Soviet  Union  because  the  government  controls  the  cost  of 
goods. 

•  The  government  uses  the  income  from  all  of  the  goods  and  services  produced  to  pay  for 
social  consumption  funds  that  benefit  all  of  the  Soviet  citizens. 

2.  The  Soviets  claim  to  have  controlled  inflation.  How  has  this  been  accomplished? 

Since  the  government  controls  the  price  of  products,  if  the  government  never  raises  the  prices, 
inflation  will  not  occur. 

3.  Would  similar  methods  work  in  Canada?  Explain  your  answer. 

This  method  would  not  work  in  Canada  because  individuals  and  companies,  as  well  as  the 
government,  control  prices. 

4.  a.   Expl2in\hQienn  social  consumption  funds. 

The  term  social  consumption  funds  refers  to  the  money  used  to  pay  for  the  programs  and 
services  all  Soviet  citizens  use. 

b.  What  is  the  source  of  these  ftmds? 

The  source  of  the  money  is  the  profits  of  all  of  the  government-owned  industries. 
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c.   Give  examples  of  things  the  funds  are  used  for. 

The  funds  pay  for  things  like  education,  medical  aid,  pensions,  and  housing. 

5.  What  advantages  are  claimed  for  the  average  citizen  of  the  Soviet  Union  because  of  social 
consumption  ftmds? 

The  chief  advantages  of  the  social  consumption  fund  is  that  it  creates  equality.  Everyone  obtains 
equal  education  and  medical  care;  all  people  are  given  the  same  start  in  life. 

6.  What  services  does  our  government  provide  that  are  similar  to  the  services  provided  by  Soviet 
social  consumption  ftmds? 

The  Canadian  government  provides  many  of  the  same  services  to  Canadians  (e.g.,  medical 
assistance,  old  age  pension,  and  education  grants). 

1.  The  two  articles  you  have  just  read  are  actually  from  Soviet  publications.  Do  you  think  that  they 
might  be  biased?  Give  your  reasons. 

These  articles  seem  to  be  biased  because  only  the  advantages  of  the  system  are  shown  in  these 
articles  and  none  of  the  disadvantages. 

Section 4:  Activity? 

1 .  Basing  your  woric  on  the  material  in  pages  245  to  283  of  your  text  as  well  as  on  your  knowledge 
of  life  in  Canada,  complete  the  chart  that  follows.  Use  point-form  notes  to  outline  the  main  ideas 
for  each  heading.  Some  notes  have  been  included  to  get  you  started. 
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Life  in  the  Soviet  Union 

Life  in  Canada 

Children 

•  given  special  trailing  by  the 
state  if  gifted 

•  day-care  paid  for 

•  special  training  usually  paid 
for  by  parents 

•  day-care  subsidized  to  some 
degree 

Youth 

•  school  -  a  major  part  of  life 

•  time  of  questioning  values, 
future 

•  consumer  oriented 

•  political  youth  groups 
prevalent 

•  similar  interests 

•  more  consumer  oriented 

•  more  individual  pursuits 

Women 

•  more  woman  in  non- 
traditional  roles 

•  society  dominated  by  males 

•  trend  to  women  working  in 
non-traditional  roles  and 
jobs 
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Life  in  the  Soviet  Union 

Life  in  Canada 

Marriage 
and  Divorce 

•  increasing  rates  of  divorce 

•  similar  in  Canada 

Elderly 

•  elderly  live  with  family  due 
to  housing  problems 

•  paid  pensions 

•  many  government  homes  for 
elderly 

•  paid  pensions 

Religion 

•  religion  often  discouraged 
in  past 

•  trend  to  more  tolerance  of 
practice  of  religion 

•  great  variety  of  religions 
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Life  In  the  Soviet  Union 

Life  In  Canada 

Education 

•  strong  Communist  influence 
in  education 

•  very  strict  rules  and 
curriculum 

•  student  involvement  and 
flexible  thinking  encouraged 

Sports 

•  sports  used  to  demonstrate 
advantages  of  communist 
system 

•  recreational  sports 
emphasized 

•  sports  a  business 

Cultural 
Activities 

•  fine  arts  a  major  influence 
on  culture 

•  similar  in  Canada 

2.  Did  you  notice  any  great  differences  between  social  life  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  Canada? 
Explain. 

Many  of  the  aspects  of  social  life  are  quite  similar.  Check  for  examples. 
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3.   Imagine  that  you  have  a  pen  pal  in  the  Soviet  Union  -  one  who  speaks  English.  Write  your  pen 
pal  a  short  letter  explaining  some  of  the  things  you  think  you'd  like  about  life  in  the  USSR  and 
some  of  the  things  you  think  your  pen  pal  would  like  about  life  in  Canada.  Don't  try  to  cover  all 
the  bases;  just  discuss  a  few  points  that  especially  interest  you. 

Check  that  in  their  letters  students  show  an  understanding  of  the  material  they  have  covered  in 
this  activity.  They  should  demonstrate  an  appreciation  of  the  advantages  of  both  the  Soviet  and 
Canadian  systems. 

Section  4:  Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

1.  In  this  section  you  have  learned  how  the  government  affects  the  roles  of  the  consumer  and 
labourer  in  the  Soviet  Union.  The  following  word-search  puzzle  will  help  you  to  review  the 
vocabulary  for  this  section.  Listed  are  twenty  terms  that  were  used  in  this  section.  Find  the 
words  in  the  puzzle  and  circle  them.  The  words,  as  before,  may  be  backwards,  forwards, 
horizontal,  vertical,  or  diagonal. 


bargaining 

costs 

earnings 

funds 

inflation 

life-style 

mixed  economy 


quality  control 

religion 

strikes 

cost  of  living 

deductions 

education 

incentive 


labour  unions 

luxuries 

paycheque 

quota 

services 

unions 
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Y  S  Y  R  X  F  H 

T  X  T  K  T  G  M 

W  C  E  C  D  P  M 
T  H  Y  O  T  X 

M  W  W  N  Y  Q  C 

U  U  B  Q  Y  O  P 
E 

L  i 

V  M  C 
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( 

2.   In  the  chart  that  follows  place  a  check  mark  to  indicate  whether  the  individual  or  government  in  a 
centrally  planned  economy  is  responsible  for  producing  or  supplying  each  of  the  items  listed. 


Government 

Individual 

Housing 

✓ 

Medical  Care 

✓ 

Dental  Care 

✓ 

Old-Age  Pension 

✓ 

Employment 

✓ 

Day-Care 

✓ 

Basic  Consumer 
Goods 

/ 

Education 

/ 

Luxuries 

✓ 

Enrichment 

Do  either  Part  A  or  Part  B. 
Part  A 

Because  at  the  moment  the  economic  system  of  the  Soviet  Union  is  undergoing  great  changes,  a  good 
deal  of  media  (newspapers,  TV,  radio,  etc.)  attention  is  being  given  Soviet  economics.  Look  through 
some  recent  issues  of  newsmagazines  (e.g..  Time,  Maclean's,  Newsweek)  and/or  newspapers  and  see 
what  you  can  leam  about  current  economic  problems  and  situations  in  the  USSR.  Pick  some  situation 
you  find  interesting,  and  write  up  your  findings  in  a  short  report.  If  you  are  in  a  classroom  situation, 
present  your  report  to  your  class. 

Students  will  need  guidance  for  this  activity.  Have  students  present  their  reports,  and  use  them  as 
bases  for  class  discussions. 
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Part  B 

If  you  can  obtain  it,  watch  the  videotape  Working  -  Soviet  Style.  This  video  shows  typical  working 
conditions  in  the  Soviet  Union.  Watch  in  particular  for  management/labour  relations  as  they  currently 
stand  in  the  USSR. 

The  film  Working  -  Soviet  Style  takes  a  good  look  at  working  conditions  in  the  Soviet  Union.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  use  this  to  compare  it  to  a  similar  situation  in  Canada.  This  film  is  available 
from 

Magic  Lantern  Distributors  Ltd. 
mi- 6700  Road 
Richmond,  B.C. 
V6Y2C3 

Section  4  Assignment 

The  activities  in  Section  4  were  concerned  with  the  daily  life  of  people  in  the  Soviet  Union.  By  now 
you  should  have  some  idea  how  people  live  in  the  USSR. 

Your  assignment  is  to  play  the  role  of  a  Soviet  worker  and  write  a  short  play  or  dialogue  that 
describes  a  day  in  your  life  in  the  centrally  planned  economy  of  the  Soviet  Union.  You  may  wish  to 
describe  in  your  play  characteristics  of  the  Soviet  economy,  your  home  and  workplace,  or  issues  that 
particularly  concern  you  and  your  family. 

As  you  go  about  writing  your  dialogue,  work  through  the  steps  that  follow. 

1 .  Describe  the  setting  for  your  play  or  dialogue. 

2.  Name  and  briefly  describe  the  characters  (i.e.,  tell  their  ages,  occupation,  etc.). 

3.  Identify  one  or  two  of  the  issues  with  which  your  play  will  deal. 

4.  Now  write  your  play.  Be  sure  to  set  it  up  in  standard  dialogue  form,  e.g., 
Boris: 

Natasha: 

Use  your  own  paper  or  the  rough  work  pages  in  this  assignment  booklet  for  your  rough  work. 

The  intent  of  this  assignment  is  to  allow  students  to  examine  typical  situations  in  a  "model" 
centrally  planned  economy. 

Here  is  a  possible  marking  scheme: 

•  two  marks  for  describing  the  setting,  e.g.,  industrial  worker's  home,  barn  on  a  collective 
farm,  lunch  room  in  a  factory 

Social  Studies  9  51  Learning  Facilitator's  Manual 


Module  4 


( 

•  two  marks  for  the  names  and  occupations  of  each  character  (e.g..  Lev  -  a  factory  worker, 
Anna  -  plant  manager) 

•  eight  marks  for  illustrating  problems  or  situations  in  the  day-to-day  life,  (e.g.,  working  to 
get  the  quota,  poor  quality  control,  set  wages,  a  lack  of  incentives,  guaranteed  job,  utilizing 
social  programs,  equality  amongst  citizens,  recreational  pursuits) 

•  two  marks  for  an  opening  and  closing 

•  one  mark  for  neatness,  spelling,  and  presentation 

Section  5:  Changing  Times  in  tlie  Soviet  Union 

Key  Concepts: 

•  perestroika 

•  disposable  income 

•  poverty  rate 

•  change  (social  and  economic) 

Section  5  deals  with  the  many  changes  occurring  today  in  the  Soviet  Union.  This  is  an  especially 
important  section  in  that  the  USSR  is  at  present  in  a  period  of  profound  social  and  economic  upheaval 
as  the  country  moves  toward  a  market  economy.  Students  should  understand  why  changes  are  | 
occurring  and  what  their  effects  will  likely  be. 


Teaching  Suggestions 

This  section  lends  itself  to  the  utilization  of  current  news  stories.  Have  students  bring  in  and 
present  stories  they've  read  in  newspapers  or  seen  on  television.  Keep  a  bulletin  board.  Have 
students  discuss  and  make  suggestions  about  problems  the  USSR  is  facing. 


Sections:  Activity  1 

1.   Using  the  information  on  page  204  of  your  text  and  your  knowledge  of  Stalin's  economic 
priorities,  analyse  the  cartoon  that  follows.  Then  answer  the  questions  that  come  after  it 
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a.  What  two  types  of  goods  are  emphasized  in  this  cartoon? 

The  two  types  of  goods  that  are  emphasized  in  the  cartoon  are  military  and  consumer  goods. 

b.  In  a  sentence,  summarize  the  cartoon's  message. 

The  message  is  that  in  Stalin's  time  consumer  goods  were  sacrificed  in  order  to  produce 
more  military  equipment  and  heavy  industrial  machinery. 

2.  Now  analyse  this  second  cartoon. 
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a.  In  a  sentence,  summarize  this  second  cartoon's  message. 

The  message  is  that  now  priorities  have  changed;  consumer  goods  are  more  plentiful  while 
the  production  of  weaponry  is  no  larger  emphasized. 

b.  (1)    What  economic  changes  does  this  cartoon  portray? 

It  shows  the  change  in  production  from  weaponry  and  heavy  industries  to  consumer 
products. 

(2)    Why  might  these  changes  be  occurring? 

These  changes  are  occurring  because  Soviet  citizens  need  basic  necessities,  not  capital 
goods  and  military  equipment. 

Sections:  Activity 2 

1 .  Read  the  article  titles  and  then  in  the  chart  that  follows  them  categorize  each  as  either  principally 
economic  (to  do  with  money),  or  social  (to  do  with  human  interactions).  Write  the  letter  of  the 
article  in  the  appropriate  column.  (In  cases  where  both  elements  are  present,  choose  the  one  that 
seems  most  important)  An  example  is  done  for  you. 
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a.  First  Soviet 
Baseball  Stadium 
-Oct.  89, 


WaronDrufi 
Trafficking 
-  Nov.  89 


e.  Aerobics 
American  LinK 

.  Jan.  9^ 


r.  Fans  Back  First 
Pro  Boxing  Bouts 
-  Dec.  89 


k.  Promoting  Art 
Future 
-  July  89 


1.  Why  Are  We 
Poor? 
-July  89 


g.  Wage  Limits 

Loom  as 
Economy  Stutters 
-Dec.  89 


q.  Hard  Cash  for 
Fanners  Who 
Boost  Harvests 
-  SepL  89 


X.  USSR  Scraps 
Its  Nuclear  Sub 
-  Nov.  89 


'  Press  Office  of  the  USSR  Embassy  for  the  titles  from  Soviet  News  and  Views.  Reprinted  by  permission  of  the  Press  Office  of  the  USSR 
Embassy. 
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Answers  may  vary  somewhat  Some  titles  may  be  placed  in  two  categories. 


Title  Classifications 

Economic 

Social 

b. 

a. 

± 

c. 

/. 

e. 

^• 

j- 

h. 

k. 

L 

n. 

I. 

P- 

m. 

r. 

0. 

V. 

H- 

s. 

t. 

u. 

w. 

2.  Which  of  the  titles  indicate  positive  change  (i.e.,  indicate  that  conditions  arc  improving)?  Which 
of  the  titles  indicate  negative  change  (i.e.,  indicate  that  conditions  are  not  improving  or  are  getting 
worse)?  Place  the  letters  of  the  titles  of  the  articles  in  the  appropriate  column. 

Answers  may  vary  somewhat.  Some  titles  may  be  placed  in  two  categories. 


Social  Studies  9 


56 


Learning  Facilitator's  Manual 


Module  4 


Types  of  Change 

Positive  Change 

Negative  Change 

a. 

c. 

b. 

/. 

d. 

^• 

e. 

h. 

i. 

J- 

k. 

I 

n. 

m. 

0. 

s. 

P- 

u. 

V. 

r. 

t. 

w. 

X. 

3.  State  a  generalization  about  the  changes  occurring  in  today's  Soviet  Union. 
Answers  will  vary.  Here  is  one  generalization: 

There  are  many  changes  occurring  in  the  Soviet  Union.  Some  of  the  economic  changes  are 
having  an  adverse  affect  on  the  lives  of  the  Soviet  citizens. 
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Sections:  Activity 3 

1 .  Make  a  list  of  eight  problems  that  are  occurring  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
Answers  will  vary  somewhat.  Here  is  a  possible  list: 

•  inflation 

•  shortage  of  consumer  products 

•  low  production  of  food 

•  black-market  operations 

•  bureaucracy  of  Gosplan 

•  loss  of  competitiveness  internationally 

•  low  level  of  personal  initiative 

•  high  subsidies  for  poorly  run  industries 

•  long  line-ups  for  products 

•  others? 

2.  Mark  each  of  the  problems  you  have  listed  with  one  of  the  following  words  or  signs:  Yes  -  if  you 
think  that  we  in  Canada  have  a  similar  problem;  No  -  if  it  does  not  exist  in  Canada;  or  ?  -  if  you 
don't  know  whether  or  not  it  exists  in  Canada.  Use  the  blank  space  that  follows. 

Students  have  been  asked  for  a  personal  response,  so  answers  will  vary. 

3.  Briefly  explain  why  these  problems  would  exist  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Answers  will  vary  but  the  students  should  use  their  knowledge  of  the  characteristics  of  a  centrally 
planned  economy  to  support  their  answers,  e.g.,  there  is  a  shortage  of  consumer  products  due  to 
the  central  planning  of  production  which  does  not  take  into  account  consumer  needs. 

4.  a.   The  article  "Stocking  the  Shelves"  refers  to  a  term  called  perestroika.  In  the  space  provided 

explain  in  your  own  words  in  some  detail  just  what  perestroika  involves. 

The  term  refers  to  the  change  in  the  Soviet  economy  as  it  moves  away  from  central  planning 
toward  more  free  enterprise. 

b.   Why  is  Mikhail  Gorbachev  encouraging  perestroika? 

He  is  encouraging  perestroika  to  help  his  country  raise  its  standard  of  living. 
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c.   Do  you  think  that  perestroika  is  good  or  bad  for  the  Soviet  Union?  Defend  your  answer. 

Answers  will  vary.  Students  may  feel  that  it  is  bad,  pointing  to  such  factors  as  inflation  and 
unemployment.  Conversely,  they  may  feel  that  it  is  good,  pointing  out  things  like  increased 
incentives,  more  productivity,  or  an  increase  in  consumer  goods. 

Sections:  Activity 4 

1 .  a.   What  is  the  official  poverty  rate  (income  per  person)  in  the  Soviet  Union? 

It  is  seventy-eight  rubles  per  person  per  month. 

b.  Is  the  percentage  of  population  in  poverty  increasing  or  decreasing  in  the  Soviet  Union? 
It  is  decreasing. 

c.  Is  the  number  of  people  in  poverty  increasing  or  decreasing? 
It  is  decreasing. 

d.  Is  this  trend  good  for  the  Soviet  Union?  Explain  your  answer. 
Yes,  it  is  good.  It  indicates  a  higher  standard  of  living. 

2.  What  is  the  official  poverty  rate  (income)  in  Canada? 
It  is  $964  dollars  per  month. 

3.  If  the  official  poverty  rate  in  Canada  were  13.1%\  would  this  be  less  than  or  greater  than  the  rate 
in  the  Soviet  Union  in  1988? 

It  would  be  greater. 

4.  Did  your  answer  to  question  3  surprise  you?  Explain. 
Answers  will  vary.  Here  are  possibilities: 

•  Yes,  because  Canada  has  a  high  standard  of  living. 

•  No,  because  poverty  is  a  result  of  the  inequality  in  a  mixed  economy. 

5.  Describe  the  pattern  of  life  expectancy  for  men  in  the  Soviet  Union  form  1980  to  1988. 

The  pattern  shows  a  slight  increase  in  the  early  1980s  with  a  large  increase  in  the  mid  80s. 
There  is  a  decrease  in  the  late  80s. 

'  R/L  Taylor  Publishing  Consultants  Ltd.  for  the  sutistic  from  Canada  and  the  World,  Vol.  55,  No.  4,  December,  1989.  Reprinted  by 
permission  of  R/L  Taylor  Publishing  Consultants  Ltd. 
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6.  a.   The  life  expectancy  for  men  in  the  U.S.  in  1988  was  71.4  years  . 
b.   How  does  this  compare  to  the  Soviet  Union  for  the  same  year? 

The  life  expectancy  for  men  in  the  US,  was  greater. 

7.  Why  is  life  expectancy  a  good  measure  of  quality  of  life? 

It  is  a  good  measure  because  the  factors  such  as  nutrition,  pollution,  medical  facilities,  and  so  on 
are  good  means  of  determining  standard  of  living,  and  the  standard  of  living  can  greatly  affect 
quality  of  life. 

8.  a.   Which  type  of  crime  has  increased  the  most  in  the  Soviet  Union  -  crimes  against  people  or 

crimes  against  property? 

Crimes  against  people  have  increased  the  most. 

b.  Why  might  this  have  occurred? 

Answers  will  vary.  A  possible  idea  is  that  frustrations  due  to  the  lack  of  consumer  products 
cause  people  to  become  violent. 

c.  What  does  the  section  "6  million  unemployed"  imply? 

//  implies  that  this  is  a  large  number  of  people  to  be  unemployed. 

d.  (1)  What  connection  do  you  see  between  your  answer  in  c.  and  the  crime  rate? 

There  are  increases  in  the  crime  rate  and  the  rate  of  unemployment. 

(2)  Why  might  this  occur? 

The  connection  might  be  that  as  more  people  lose  their  jobs,  they  may  turn  to  crime  to 
satisfy  their  basic  needs. 

e.  Do  you  think  the  crime  rate  in  Canada  is  affected  by  our  economic  system?  Explain. 
Answers  will  vary.  Here  are  two  possibilities: 

•  Yes,  because  the  inequality  in  a  mixed  economy  may  frustrate  people  and  they  may  turn 
to  crime  to  get  what  everyone  else  owns. 

•  No,  because  a  mixed  economy  allows  individuals  to  use  their  initiative  to  get  things 
legally. 
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9.  Use  the  graph  that  follows,  showing  disposable  income  in  the  USSR,  to  answer  the  questions  that 
come  after  it 


Disposable  Income  Up;  Very  Little  to  Buy 


Savings  are  up,  but 
there  are  almost  no  ^ 
consumer  goods  to 
buy.    One  Soviet  40 
publication  suggests 
that  nearly  all  the  go- 
wealthisheldby  10% 
of  the  population. 

O-i 


Savings  in  billions  of  rubles 


I  Kept  in  banks 
I  Kept  as  cash 


79 


a.  How  much  money  do  Soviets  keep  as  cash  according  to  the  most  recent  findings? 
They  keep  18.5  billion  roubles  as  cash. 

b.  How  much  money  do  Soviets  keep  in  banks? 
They  keep  42  J  billion  roubles  in  banks. 

c.  Why  does  this  ratio  of  savings  to  cash  occur? 

It  occurs  because  if  there  is  not  a  large  supply  or  variety  of  goods  to  buy,  people  will  save 
their  money. 

d.  Suggest  two  ways  in  which  the  government  of  the  Soviet  Union  could  get  people  to  put 
money  saved  in  banks  into  use  for  the  good  of  the  country. 

Answers  will  vary.  Here  are  three  possibilities: 

•  The  Soviet  government  could  encourage  more  people  to  use  their  savings  by  allowing 
them  to  start  businesses  without  being  taxed.  This  would  help  the  country  because 
more  products  would  be  produced  arui  more  people  would  be  employed. 

•  The  government  could  pay  a  lower  rate  of  interest  on  money  in  the  banks. 

•  The  government  could  encourage  people  to  lend  their  money  for  investment  purposes. 


*  The  Calgary  Herald  for  the  graph  "Disposable  Income  Up;  Veiy  Little  to  Buy,"  July  12, 1990,  Section  A.  page  5.  Reprinted  by 
pennission  of  The  Calgary  Herald, 
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Sections:  Activity 5 

Answers  will  vary  greatly.  The  student  is  encouraged  to  use  or  review  Section  3  for  help  in  this 
activity.  Students  may  require  help  as  they  work  through  the  activity.  Discuss  the  results  -  especially 
to  Textbook  question  6. 

Sections:  Activity 6 

1 .  a.   What  conclusion  can  you  reach  about  how  the  leadership  of  Mikhail  Gorbachev  is  seen  by 

Soviet  citizens? 

For  the  most  part  Soviet  citizens  do  not  approve  of  his  leadership. 

b.  What  evidence  from  Poll  #1  supports  this  conclusion? 

Over  half  the  people  (51%)  do  not  approve  or  are  unsure  of  his  leadership. 

c.  What  evidence  from  Poll  #2  supports  this  conclusion? 

We  see  that  82%  of  the  people  think  that  the  Soviet  Union's  economic  position  has  worsened, 
which  could  be  due  to  Gorbachev's  leadership. 

2.  What  conclusion  can  you  detennine  about  the  quality  of  life  in  Canada  from  Poll  #1? 
The  majority  of  Canadians  (88%)  are  satisfied  with  their  quality  of  life. 

3.  a.   What  conclusion  about  quality  of  life  in  the  Soviet  Union  can  you  make? 

Many  people  in  the  Soviet  Union  are  unsatisfied  with  their  quality  of  life  and  probably  want 
changes  to  occur. 

b.  What  evidence  from  Poll  #1  supports  this  conclusion? 

Evidence  is  that  86%  of  Soviet  citizens  are  unsatisfied  with  their  quality  of  life. 

c.  What  evidence  from  Poll  #2  supports  this  conclusion? 

Evidence  is  that  33%  of  Soviet  citizens  say  that  their  own  economic  position  has  got  worse 
while  41%  say  that  it  has  not  changed,  indicating  no  improvement. 

4.  a.   Draw  a  conclusion  about  what  Soviet  citizens  think  about  reforms  in  their  country. 

Soviet  citizens  seem  to  think  that  perestroika  will  work  but  the  changes  are  occurring  too 
slowly. 
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b.  What  evidence  from  Poll  #1  supports  this  conclusion? 

Evidence  is  that  33%  say  that  perestroika  will  bring  positive  change  but  75%  say  that  the 
change  is  happening  too  slowly. 

c.  What  evidence  from  Poll  #2  supports  this  conclusion? 

Evidence  is  that  57%  think  that  perestroika  will  work  (26%  "yes"  and  31%  "more  yes  than 
no'*)  but  71%  say  changes  should  be  made  faster. 

Sections:  Follow-up  Activities 


1 .  The  following  word-search  puzzle  contains  fifteen  items  that  a  supporter  of  a  centrally  planned 
economy  might  say  occur  only  in  a  market  economy  though,  of  course,  you  know  better.  Circle 
the  words  in  the  puzzle  from  the  list  provided.  As  usual,  the  tenns  can  appear  backwards, 
forwards,  horizontally,  vertically,  or  diagonally. 


Extra  Help 


crime 
drugs 

homelessness 
inflation 
poverty 
taxes 

unsafe  work 
competition 


discrimination 

greed 

inequality 

pollution 

strikes 

unemployment 
wasted  resources 
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2.  This  word-search  puzzle  takes  the  opposite  point  of  view.  It  contains  fifteen  terms  that  a 
supporter  of  a  market  economy  might  say  occur  only  in  a  market  economy,  though,  of  course, 
again  you  know  better.  Circle  the  words  in  the  puzzle. 


competition 
economic  growth 
housing 
individualism 
money 

private  property 

quality 

wealth 


consumer  goods 

efficiency 

incentives 

luxuries 

motivation 

production 

variety 
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3.  Complete  the  crossword  puzzle  that  follows. 

Clues 

Across 

4.  achievementof  life  goals 

8.  organised  groups  of  workers 

9.  motivation  to  do  more  woric 

10.  A  well-made  product  results  from  during  production. 

1 2.   are  due  to  shortages  of  consumer  goods. 

13.  Soviet  currency 

14.  Food,  clothing,  shelter  are  examples  of  . 

Down 

1 .  restructuring  of  the  economy 

2.   is  indicated  by  material  wealth. 

3.  when  something  helps  most  of  the  people  of  the  country 

5.  money  from  another  country 

6.  products  that  people  use  every  day 

7.   does  not  occur  in  a  centrally  planned  economy  because  jobs  are  guaranteed. 

1 1 .  Televisions.  VCRs,  perfume,  and  fancy  food  are  examples  of  this. 
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Enrichment 

Do  some  or  all  of  the  following. 

1 .  Complete  the  "Quality  of  Life  Index"  from  Activity  5  with  friends  or  family  members  and 
compare  your  results.  Use  your  own  paper  for  your  indexes. 

This  activity  will  help  students  compare  their  results  with  those  of  friends.  It  could  lead  to 
interesting  discussions. 

2.  Using  your  own  paper,  conduct  your  own  poll  using  the  questions  from  the  two  polls  in  Activity 
6.  Did  you  find  similar  or  different  results? 

Students  will  probably  need  guidance  in  constructing  their  polls.  Their  results  should  form  the 
basis  of  an  interesting  discussion. 
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3.  Do  the  activity  "Be  Creative"  from  page  215  of  your  text.  If  you  are  not  in  a  class,  design  a 
poster  and  then  do  a  second  one  illustrating  the  positive  aspects  of  that  particular  aspect  of  tiie 
economy. 

This  activity  will  allow  the  students  to  use  some  creativity  and  then  compare  their  work  to  a 
friend's  poster. 

4.  Compare  the  problems  in  another  centrally  planned  economy  that  is  undergoing  change  similar  to 
the  Soviet  Union's.  Read  "The  Biggest  Merger"  and  "The  Oh  So  Good  Life"  in  Time  magazine, 
June  25, 1990,  to  help  you  research  this  topic.  Your  library  should  have  a  copy  of  this  magazine. 

This  activity  will  help  students  understand  the  idea  of  problems  that  all  centrally  planned 
economies  have  in  changing  to  a  mixed  economy.  Students  will  probably  require  help. 

5.  If  you  can  get  hold  of  them,  two  helpful  videos  to  watch  would  be  Soviet  Union:  Changing  Times 
and  USSR:  The  Change  of  the  Guard.  These  videos  describe  the  changes  taking  place  in  the 
Soviet  Union  today. 

These  two  videos  will  help  bring  to  life  for  students  the  current  upheavals  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
They  should  form  an  excellent  basis  for  discussion. 

Section  5  Assignment 

As  you  know,  today  the  Soviet  Union  is  undergoing  great  economic  changes.  At  present  (the  time  at 
which  this  module  was  printed)  Mikhail  Gorbachev,  die  Soviet  president,  is  trying  to  introduce  his 
ideas  of  perestroika  but  is  finding  that  the  changes  he  envisions  are  by  no  means  easy  to  introduce 
into  a  centrally  planned  economy. 

In  this  assignment  your  task  is  to  write  a  dialogue  or  produce  a  tape  recording  of  a  conversation 
between  Mikhail  Gorbachev  and  a  citizen  of  Moscow.  In  the  dialogue  include  concerns  about  quality 
of  life,  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  a  centrally  planned  economy,  and  the  effects  of  perestroika. 
You  may  also  wish  to  use  statistics  to  support  your  ideas. 

You  may  write  your  dialogue  on  the  response  page,  or  submit  a  tape  recording  of  die  dialogue. 

If  you  are  submitting  a  written  dialogue,  be  sure  to  set  it  up  as  you  did  for  your  Section  4  Assignment. 

This  assignment  should  reveal  an  understanding  of  the  current  economic  problems  of  the  USSR  and 
what  Gorbachev  is  trying  to  do  to  bring  about  change. 

Here  is  a  possible  marking  scheme: 

•  five  marks  for  the  advantages  of  a  centrally  planned  economy:  security,  equality,  a  guaranteed 
job,  social  programs,  a  low  crime  rate,  an  absence  of  poverty,  central  planning  of  production 
means,  little  wastage  of  resources  and  so  on 

•  five  marks  for  the  disadvantages  of  a  centrally  planned  economy:  lack  of  incentive,  products  of 
)  poor  quality,  poor  housing,  little  individual  freedom,  and  so  on 
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•  three  marks  for  the  effects  of  perestroika:  increased  crime  rate,  higher  unemployment, 
competition,  lack  of  security,  loss  of  social  programs,  and  so  on 

•  onemarkfor  use  of  correct  terms 

e  one  mark  for  neatness,  spelling,  grammar,  and  presentation 
Final  Module  Assignment 

This  assignment  will  allow  you  to  develop  a  personal  position  on  a  topic  associated  with  central 
planning  and  the  individual.  Choose  one  of  the  following  statements  and  write  an  essay  of  about  two 
pages.  Be  sure  to  take  and  defend  a  position  or  point  of  view  in  your  essay. 

•  The  lives  of  the  citizens  of  any  country  are  affected  by  the  economic  system  in  which  they  live. 

•  The  citizens  of  the  Soviet  Union  have  the  same  standard  of  living  as  do  Canadians. 

•  There  are  advantages  and  disadvantages  to  individuals'  living  in  a  centrally  planned  economy. 

•  Governments  should  control  aU  aspects  of  the  economy  to  make  it  easier  on  the  citizens  of  the 
country. 

As  you  go  about  writing  your  essay,  work  through  the  steps  that  follow. 

1.  Identify  the  topic  on  which  you  have  chosen  to  write. 

2.  State  the  basic  position  or  point  of  view  that  you  will  defend. 

3.  List  at  least  eight  points  that  you  will  include  in  your  essay. 

4.  Now  write  your  essay.  Use  your  own  paper  or  the  rough  work  pages  in  this  assignment  booklet 
for  your  rough  work. 

Be  sure  students  take  a  position  on  one  of  the  given  topics  and  defend  it.  Here  is  a  possible  marking 
scheme: 

•  one  mark  for  choosing  the  topic 

•  one  mark  for  stating  the  basic  position  from  which  the  student  will  be  writing  (e.g.,  "The 
citizens  of  the  Soviet  Union  have  a  lower  standard  of  living  than  Canadians." ) 

•  four  marks  for  points  that  will  be  used  in  the  essay.  Depending  on  the  topic  and  position 
chosen  by  the  student,  the  points  should  be  rational  and  support  their  position. 

•  twelve  marks  for  using  the  points  in  the  essay  and  expanding  upon  them.  The  points  should  be 
explained,  and  reference  should  be  made  as  to  how  the  point  supports  the  chosen  position. 
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•  one  mark  for  a  concluding  sentence  or  paragraph 

•  one  mark  for  neatness,  spelling  and  so  on 

Some  of  the  concepts  or  terms  that  should  be  used  in  this  essay  are  as  follows: 

•  standard  of  living  indicators 

•  quality  of  life  factors 

•  scarcity 

•  consumer  products 

•  basic  needs 

•  social  programs 

•  perestroika 
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